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The Youth Advocacy Council has taught me how teamwork 
really makes the dream work. We first had Myles come to 
us with an idea of a series called “Music in Color” during the 
spikes of COVID-19. Thanks to our organization and team-
work, we have had a successful experience launching the 
series. The conversation we had was so genuine and it really 
highlighted how we all have similar experiences within the 
music community. —Kintan

MISSION & VISION
Project 440 helps young people use their interest 
in music to forge new pathways for themselves and 
ignite change in their communities. Our vision is 
that through music, every young person is provided 
with the opportunity and tools for individual growth 
and community impact.

Students from our Doing Good program after their project implementation (Finding Your Note).
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LETTER FROM OUR  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Project 440 Family:

Some say gratitude is a muscle that, like any muscle, needs to be exercised often for it to grow. If that’s the case, 
then the whole Project 440 family and I are fit for a bodybuilding competition! We have much to be thankful for, 
and we are never shy about sharing that thanks with you — our unwavering supporters. Thank you.

Having actually competed in bodybuilding shows, I can tell you firsthand that while muscle isolation is the name 
of the game, development is impossible without the miraculous number of support systems that aid that muscle 
growth. I analogize this to say: our work would not be possible without your many forms of support for our  
organization. We work every day to provide students with the programming and support they need to use music  
as a tool to develop as individuals, as professionals, and as community members.

People are noticing. Huge organizational wins from the last year include several significant prizes, bringing  
with them the recognition of our work. In September of 2019, the $25,000 Glaschütte Prize, awarded to us by  
internationally renowned violinist Hilary Hahn. In January, we were recognized by the inaugural Lewis Prize f 
or Music as a leader of innovation in music education in the country. 

Then there was COVID-19. Project 440 was resilient. We didn’t shy away; we leaned in. With all of your support, 
the Board and staff worked valiantly to fill needs in young people’s lives that had only been exacerbated by the 
pandemic. In a few weeks’ time, and in partnership with the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s Youth Orchestra of Los 
Angeles program, we created a six-week, virtual summer program that reached 100 students from around the 
country. Students were thankful to have a safe space to connect with others and to use their love of music to 
better themselves and their futures.

Our students are thankful. This fiscal year, we received our first-ever gift from a Project 440 alumnus. This student 
participated in almost every Project 440 program and continues to serve as a peer mentor and advocate for the 
organization. That a college student would, unprovoked, send a donation to the organization speaks volumes  
about the efficacy of our program. Not only does Project 440 practice what we preach, but so do the young  
people we serve.

There are always numerous causes worth supporting — we thank you for choosing Project 440. We thank you,  
our students thank you, and the folks whose lives are touched by our students’ projects thank you.  

Most Sincerely, 

Joseph Conyers



DOING GOOD
Doing Good is a 25-session intensive after-school 
entrepreneurial program that provides guidance 
to high school musicians who want to positively 
impact their communities. The unique curriculum 
challenges students to view their curiosity about 
the world as a window through which they can 
see the needs, gaps and opportunities they are 
best equipped to address.
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INSTRUMENTS FOR SUCCESS
Instruments for Success is a ten-week after- 
school program of workshops covering every 
aspect of the college admissions process,  
from choosing the right college to writing 
compelling essays and preparing for auditions 
and interviews. Guest speakers help students 
explore career paths both in and connected  
to the field of music.

THE COLLEGE FAIR FOR MUSICIANS
The annual College Fair for Musicians, offered  
in partnership with the Kimmel Center for the  
Performing Arts, connects students from the 
greater Philadelphia regions to schools from 
around the country. Fair attendees get access  
to a full day of Project 440 workshops covering 
various aspects of the college admissions process 
such as essay writing and audition preparation.

THE YOUTH ADVOCACY COUNCIL
The Youth Advocacy Council consists of alumni  
of Project 440 programs, the School District of  
Philadelphia and other young leaders from  
throughout the region with a passion for music 
education. Participants meet monthly and receive 
leadership, project management, governance and 
advocacy training.

Programs Overview
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300+  
ATTENDEES AND 50 SCHOOLS 

attended our 2019  
College Fair for Musicians

TEACHING ARTISTS  
were trained and hired to work 

 with our students this year

COMMUNITY MEMBERS  
community members were served  

by student-led projects

18

100+

190
STUDENTS  

from 16 states participated  
in virtual summer camps
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Festival Ambiental:  Through a multi-disciplinary and cross-genre live presentation to  
local youth, Festival Ambiental developed a program to educate young people about the 
mistreatment of the environment and provided young people with knowledge and tools  
to help protect it.

Finding Your Note: Finding Your Note set out to prevent young people from spending  
their time in dangerous parts of their community by providing music-based after-school 
programming. Finding Your Note allowed young people to find passion and identity  
through discovery and exploration of different types of musical genres.

Generation Music+ (GM+): With the guidance and oversight of their parent organization, 
Generation Music, GM+ developed a program for preschool students that included an  
interactive workshop and performance bringing exposure to the orchestral genre.

New Melodies: New Melodies’ mission was to provide children diagnosed with mental  
illness a musical outlet via the most accessible instruments including percussion,  
ukulele, and electric piano. New Melodies provided lesson plans and instruments to  
interested schools and music programs.

What I liked most about Doing Good 
was interacting with people who want 
to do the same thing as me while 
learning skills that will help me to  
serve my community. —Ariadna

Doing Good
Community Projects



In response to the COVID-19, Project 440 partnered with the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s Youth Orchestra 
of Los Angeles Program (YOLA) to launch a virtual summer camp, Project 440: Online. This six-week camp 
was a thoughtful blend of our Doing Good and Instruments for Success curricula and was delivered to 
nearly 100 students from sixteen states across the country.

In addition to working with 18 Teaching Artists, we hired and trained 5 Project 440 alumni to serve as Peer 
Mentors for the students in the summer camp. Special thanks to YOLA for working with us to make this 
program possible!

“�Before starting this program (Project 440: Online), I was 
going crazy with all of the current events, especially  
following George Floyd’s murder. I felt powerless to make 
a change in communities consisting of Black & Indigenous 
People of Color. I finally feel like I have the tools in order 
to work towards making an impact within my community. 
Even if it takes years, I know I will do it.”  
—Project 440: Online Student.
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FOUNDATION GRANTS

25th Century Foundation
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
CHG Charitable Trust
Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
Citizens for the Arts
Grover Washington Jr., Protect the 

Dream Foundation Fund of the 
Philadelphia Foundation

The League of American Orches-
tras’ Futures Funds, a program of 
the League of American Orches-
tras made possible by funding 
from the Ann & Gordon Getty 
Foundation

Leslie Miller & Richard Worley 
Foundation

The Legacy of Love Philanthropic
The Lewis Prize for Music
The Lida Foundation
Nararo Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation’s 

Fund for Children, which is  
supported through generous 
annual contributions from the 
Philadelphia Eagles and  
Philadelphia Phillies

Presser Foundation
Stockton Rush Bartol Foundation

GOVERNMENT GRANTS

Support provided by the  
Philadelphia Cultural Fund

THE A-TEAM  
($5,000+)

Anonymous
Peter Benoliel and Willo Carey
Toll Brothers Inc.
Linda and David Glickstein
Carole Haas Gravagno
Hilary Hahn
John McFadden, Esq.
Sheldon and Karen Thompson
Richard Worley  

DOING GOODERS  
($3,000 - $4,999)

Anonymous
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Joe Hochreiter and  

Eileen Wachtman 

INSTRUMENT FOR SUCCESS 
($1,000 - $2,999)

Christopher Bryan
Mike Chiaburu
Joseph Conyers
Allan Domb
Henry and Katherine Donner
Kathlyn Gray
James and Pamela Hill
Yumi Kendall
Peter H. LeVan, Jr.
J. Douglas and Maryellen Moran
William and Jill Raich
Harold Robinson
Anne Faulkner Schoemaker

SEED FUNDERS ($250 - $999)
Gloria Akers
Christy Barilotti
Michael Barnes
Jeff and Joanne Bates
Karen Bauer
Maria Anderson Booth
Cynthia U. Bullock
Chi Bui Campbell
Amy Conyers
Bernard and Emma Conyers
James Riley Conyers
Madeleine Crouch
Peggy and Mark Curchack
Lisa DeAngelis
Blake Espy
Mark and Janet Fagan
Xavier D. Foley
Donald M Harrison, Jr.
Oliver Herbert
Independence Public  

Media Foundation
Mary Javian
Adam Karasick
Robert Kauffman
Elliot Kolodny
Meryl Krieger
Shonnie Lebovitz
Don and Gretchen Liuzzi
William Loeb
Bennie R. Mitchell, Jr
Olive Mosier

Andrew Murdoch
Andrew Jacobson and Carol R. 

Overvold
Jonathan Pearce
Pascal-Louis Perez
Jeannine Powers
Judith Ramirez
Louis Scaglione
The Schultz Family Fund
Gerald and Susan Slavet
Gabriel Slesinger
Megan Speight
Louise and David Strawbridge
David Eric Thomas
Jack and Ramona Vosbikian
Nina Wilkinson

ENTREPRENEURS  
(UP TO $249)

Danielle Allen
Samantha Apgar
Marley Asplundh
Margaret Jones Barrett
Thomas Batson
Eileen and Rick Bazelon
Brenda Belkin
Charlotte H. Biddle
Robert and Ellen Bildersee
Lauren Blackwell
Meredith Boak
Tammy Brenn
Federico Antonio Britto
Christine Broome
Denise Bryant
Barbara A. Burgess
Robin Canter
David Thomas Cartolano
Charitable Aid Foundation
Douglas Clark
Academy House Council
Julie Courtney
John Henry Crawford
Mary Cullen
Victoria Kaplan and Peter 

Dachowski
Hon. Georganna Daher
Miles B Davis
Kaelan Josiah Decman
Gary M Dennis
Elizabeth C Denton
Jason Depue
Rodd D. Dewitt
Ramona Douglas
Joy Epstein
Elizabeth Seyle Fenton

Stanley and Rena Field
Jon Fink
Mr. and Mrs. Don Gale
Alexander George
Helen Gerhold
Johnye W. Gillans
Adrienne Girone
Judy Glick
Ethel Goldberg
Barbara Govatos
Laurel Grady
Matt Gray
Doris Schlessinger Grubin
Elizabeth Hainen
Dr. and Mrs. Frederic Honigman
Elizabeth Sharon Hudson
C. Douglas Johnson
Meredith Kahrl
Carmen I. Kaplan
Alice Kazal
Alexander Kehayas
KenCrest
Rebecca Kier
Jonah and Julia Kim
W. Reed and Greta Kindermann
Lewis Kirk
Jack Kolodny
Andrew Michael Kosty
Annika Kounts
Reinhard & Sue Kruse
Signe and Jon Landau
Lynda Large
Martha Laslavic
Johanna Steinberger Leake
Elena Ryann LeVan
Benjamin Levy
Julia Li
Jennifer Lin
Marquise D. Lindsey-Bradley
Sarah Liu
Frank Machos
Michael Marks
Broner W. McCoy
Thomas Coleman Meany
Tom Meany
Elaine Merkel
Dori and Karl Middleman
Betty T. Mitchell
Traci Montgomery
Patricia Moore
Sarah Mosden
Louisa and Steve Mygatt
Jedda Newton
Michael O’Bryan
Kathleen Marie Ohara
Hirono Oka
Doris Parent
Sun-Ly Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pressly
Gaia Ramsdell
Tess Rankin
Dan Rasay
Erica Robinson
Teresa Rodgers
Joe Roeger
Phoebe Jane Russell
Andy Sabol
Kyle Sanborn
Sarah and Laurence Saul
Peter Schneider
Alexis A Schulte-Albert

Our Donors

MANY THANKS to the City of Philadelphia, the foundations, and the individuals who provide 
financial support to Project 440! Special thanks to Hilary Hahn for selecting Project 440 as the 
recipient of her Glashütte Original Festspielpreis.

We would also like to thank our Board of Directors who continue to serve as leaders in our 
work and support Project 440 through 100% giving participation.

The exceptional generosity of our donors enables Project 440 to support young musicians in 
Philadelphia, providing them with the highest level of college readiness and entrepreneurship 
training. We recognize our donors through benefits designed to acknowledge your contribution 
and bring you closer to Project 440’s work.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PETER “TAD” LEVAN, BOARD 
PRESIDENT

Founding Member, LeVan Law 
Group LLC

MARY WHEELOCK JAVIAN,  
VICE PRESIDENT

Director of Professional Develop-
ment and Community Engage-
ment, The Curtis Institute of 
Music

CHRISTOPHER BRYAN, TREASURER
Financial Advisor and Senior 

Portfolio Advisor, Merrill Lynch, 
Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.

DR. J. MERYL KRIEGER,  
SECRETARY

Instructional Designer & Tech-
nologist Arts & Sciences Online 
Learning, College of Liberal and 
Professional Studies, University 
of Pennsylvania Consultant and 
Career Coach, Career Coaching 
for Creatives Adjunct Lecturer, 
Department of Sociology, Indiana 
University - Purdue University 
Indianapolis

JOSEPH CONYERS, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, EX-OFFICIO

Assistant Principal Bass,  
The Philadelphia Orchestra

BLAKE ESPY
Co-Founder, Violinist

HENRY DONNER
Counsel, Kang, Haggerty &  

Fetbroyt LLC

MICHAEL O’BRYAN
Director of Learning, The Village of 

Arts and Humanities; Sanctuary 
Coordinator for “Project Safe 
Neighborhoods”

JOSEPH HOCHREITER JR.
Founder, Senior Environment  

Consulting, LLC

MEGAN SPEIGHT
Public Relations Coordinator,  

Project Management Institute

JONATHAN FINK
Realtor, The Jonathan Fink Group; 

Cellist

FRANK MACHOS
Director of Music Education, 

School District of Philadelphia

YUMI KENDALL
Assistant Principal Cello,  

The Philadelphia Orchestra

DR. DAVID THOMAS
Associate Vice President, Strategic 

Initiatives, Community College  
of Philadelphia Dean, Division  
of Access & Community  
Engagement, Community  
College of Philadelphia Executive 
Director, Institute for Community 
Engagement & Civic Leadership

ADAM KARASICK, CPA, CFE
Senior Manager, Business  

Transformation Audit  
and Assurance

REVENUE 

EXPENSES

4% 
EARNED 
INCOME

$277,055

$260,662

24%
INDIVIDUAL  
GIVING

41%
MAJOR GIFTS

31% 
GRANTS

 63% 
PROGRAMMING

37% 
MANAGEMENT  

& GENERAL

Christopher Nelson Smith
Elyse Smith
Andrea Snyder
Shelley Souza
Jules Spotts
Ann Lebowitz and  

Mark Steinberger
Olivia Steinmetz
Maya Stone
Andrew Tanicello
Steven Tenenbom
Stanford Thompson
Jessica Thompson
Nancy Thornton
Christopher Thorpe
Connie Toll
Mark Tomko
Eduardo Ardiles and Joseph Ujobai
Elena Urioste
Beth Walenta
James Waller
Emily Waltz
Phoebe Warren
Sam and Elizabeth Warshawer
Nate West
Bert Witzel
Harold and Linda Yaffe
Johnny and Christina Yap
Matt Young
Ziyin Zhao

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Michael & Virginia Kirwan
Peter Gulia, Fiduciary Guidance 

Counsel
Philadelphia Ethical Society
Philadelphia Orchestra Association
PSTV & Shelly Wolfe
Rick Urbanowski
Curtis Institute of Music
Jacob Cohen & Company, CPA’s
Kimmel Center for the  

Performing Arts
21CM
MediaCopy
Michelle Shafer

Financials

7



8

PROJECT 440

1315 Walnut Street, Suite 320 
Philadelphia, PA 19107

844.776.5440 | info@project440.org


